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1 . 

URBAN  DISTRICT  OP  WOLVERTON 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  1951  (Circular  No. 42/51  England) 


Vital  Statistics  - 

Population  13 >390. 

Birth  rate  12.8  per  1,000  England  &  Wales  15-5  pen  1,000 

Death  rate  13*2  per  1,000  England  &  Wales  12.5  pen  1,000 

Infant  Mortality  23*4  per  1,000  births 

Neo  Natal.'.  23*4  per  1  ,000  births 

Maternal  Mortality  ) 
per  1 ,000  live 
births  and  still  )  Nil 
births 


Tuberculosis  Clinic  - 

This  is  open  one  day  a  week  at  Wolverton,  where  the  County 
Tuberculosis  Officer  attends. 

Screenings  and  X-Ray  photographs  of  the  chest  can  be  done 

here . 


Dental  Treatment  ) 

Mental  Health  ) 

Care  of  Expectant  Mothers  )  County  Council, 
and  young  children  ) 

Disinfection  - 

The  disinfection  of  clothing  and  bedding  is  carried  out, 
concurrent  and  terminal  disinfection  is  also  carried  out  by 
means  of  gaseous  and  liquid  disinfectants  in  houses  where 
infectious  disease  is  notified. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948  -  Section  47  - 


It  has  not  been  necessary  to  take  any  action  under  Section 
47  of  this  Act. 


2. 


Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act?  1949  -  Rodent  Control  - 

This  work  during  the  year  has  been  carried  out  by  a  Rodent 
Operator  appointed  by  this  Council. 

The  following  statistics  shew  the  measure  of  control 
regarding  these  pests. 


1  Type  of  Property 

i 

No.  of 

properties 

inspected 

Number  of 

inspections 

made 

Number  of  treatmenl 
carried  out 
Rats  Mice 

Local  Authority’ 
property 

s 

3 

148 

3 

| 

Dwelling  Houses 

161 

528 

129 

17 

Business  Premises 

7 

28 

7 

!  ~~ 

Agricultural  Property 

- 

_ 

— 

- 

Total 

n  L 

171 

,  ,  «  T 

704 

i 

139 

17 

Water  Supply  - 

1  .  There  have  been  no  new  source  of  water  supply.  The  Council 

purchases  bulk  supplies  from  the  London  Midland  Region  of  British 
Railways  and  distributes  to  the  Wolverton  and  New  Bradwell  areas. 
The  Stony  Stratford  area  is  supplied  from  the  Council’s  Calverton 
Road  supply  which  is  augumented  by  a  supply  from  the  Bucks  Water 
Board.  The  Lower  and  Middle  Wealds  of  Calverton  are  supplied  from 
the  Council’s  Calverton  Road  Supply?  and  the  hamlet  of  Upper  Weald? 
Calverton?  is  supplied  from  the  Bucks  Smallholdings  supply  main. 

( i)  The  water  supplies  to  the  urban  district  have  been 

satisfactory  in  quality,  and  quantity  with  the  exception 
of  the  Upper  Weald  area;  the  difficulty  being  overcome 
by  carting  water  to  give  a  supply. 

(ii)  Samples  of  water  are  submitted  for  examination  at  monthly 
intervals,  and  the  results  have  been  very  satisfactory? 
as  shewn  on  page  5  •  The  water  supplied  from  the  Blue 
Bridge  Pumping  Station  is  filtered?  chlorinated  and 
ammoniated  and  the  supply  from  the  Council’ s  Calverton 
Road  supply  being  chlorinated. 

(iii)  Copy  of  chemical  analysis  shewn  on  Page  4* 


“T 

( iv)  No  action  required. 

(v)  The  number  of  dwelling  houses  supplied 
direct  into  the  house  is  4,500  and  the 
number  supplied  by  standpipe  is  67* 

The  total  population  of  this  District  is  13*421. 

( 1  951  census)  . 

2.  The  water  supply  has  been  sufficient  in  quantity. 

(i)  Bacteriological  Examinations  - 
Lab.  Ref.  No.  674. 

Nature  of  Samples  of  Water  from  Council  Depot,  Church  Street, 

Wolverton. 

Date  and  hour  of  collection  21 .  5*  51 »  10-30  a.m. 

Date  and  hour  of  arrival  21 .  5*  51  • 

Date  and  hour  of  examination  21 .  5»  51  * 

Probable  number  of  Coliform  Bacilli,  MacConkey,  2  days, 

_V°C  =  0/100  c.o. 

Probable  number  of  Faecal  coli,  MacConkey,  2  days,  U4°C  =  0/100  c.c. 
Very  satisfactory. 

Lab.  Ref o  Noc  675- 

Nature  of  Sample  of  Water  from  Middle  Weald,  Stony  Stratford. 

Date  and  hour  of  collection  21.  5*  51*  10-30  a.m. 

Date  and  hour  of  arrival  21 .  5*  51 • 

Date  and  hour  of  examination  21 .  5*  51 • 

Probable  number  of  Coliform  Bacilli,  MacConkey,  2  days, 

37°C  =  0/100  c.c. 

Probable  number  of  Faecal  coli,  MacConkey,  2  days, 

44°C  =  0/100  c.c. 


Very  satisfactory. 


Chemical  Analysis . 


4. 


(a)  Sample  of  water  from  U.  D.  C.  supply,  Calverton  Road 
Pumping  Station.  Date  21.  4.  50. 

P  r.r  t  s  per  1  00 , 000 


Total  Solid  Residue  .  68.80 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  acid  •  . 

permanganate  in  4  hours  at  30°P... .  O.O31 

Combined  Chlorine . 2.90 

equal  to  Sodium  chloride . . .  4*78 

Nitric  Nitrogen . 0.95 

Nitrous  Nitrogen . . . .  absent 

Free  and  saline  Ammonia .  0.0014 

Albumino  i  d  ammo  ni  a . . .  0 . 003  5 

Calcium  salts  (as  OaO) .  24*20 

Magnesium  salts  (as  MgO) .  1.58 

Sulphates  (as  8O3) ......  . . 12.62 

Alkalinity  (as  CaC03) . 26.50 

Total  Hardness .  26.3° 

Lead,  copper, and  zinc  . . absent 

Odour . «. . . .  none 

Dene  sit . . .  none 

PH. .  7.3 


This 

(b) 


is  a  hard 
Sample  of 


supply,  but  is  otherwise  satisf  ctory. 
water  from  Blue  Bridge  Pumping  Station. 

P arts  per  100,000 


Total  Solid  Residue .  78. 80 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  acid 

permanganate  in  4  hours  at  80°  F .  0.026 

Combined  Chlorine .  3.80 

e qu al  to  So diun  chloride . 6.26 

Nitric  Nitrogen . 0.34 

Nitrous  Nitrogen .  absent 

Free  ~nd  saline  Ammonia .  0,0480 

Albuminoid  Ammonia . 0.0042 

Calcium  salts  (as  CaO)  .  .  . . .  24.  60 

Magnesium  salts  (  asMgO  ) .  1.80 

Sulphates  (as  aO^) .  18.93 

Alkalinity  (as  CaC03) .  26.00 


Total  Hardness . 

Lead,  cop  >er,  and  zinc 

Odour . . .  .  . . 

De  JO  sit . 

pH . 


29.0°  Clarks  Scale 

absent 

none 

none 

7.5 


This  is  a  hard  supply,  but  it  is  otherwise 


satisfactory. 


S ample s  of  ¥ater  collected  during  the;  year  -  1951  • 


5* 


Samples  collected  from  swimming  pools  and  bathing 
places  -  1951* 
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Total  Samples  collected  12. 


7. 

Handling,  wrapping  and  delivery  of  Food,  and  Sale  of  Food  in  the 

open  air. 

The  model  bye-laws  for  securing  the  observance  of  sanitary 
and  cleanly  conditions  and  practice  in  connection  with  the  hand¬ 
ling,  wrapping  and  delivery  of  food,  and  Sale  of  Pood  in  the  open 
air,  are  in  force  in  this  district. 

All  restaurant  kitchens,  have  been  inspected  and  have  been 
found  quite  satisfactory. 

At  the  end  of  th'e  year  there  were  10  bake  houses  in  regular 
use,  none  of  which  come  under  the  category  of  "underground  Bake¬ 
houses"  . 

The  method  of  firing  at  these  bake  houses  is  as  follows: - 

Solid  fuel  9 

Gas  and  solid  fuel  1 
Gas 

Electricity 


10 


The  bake  houses  are  generally  maintained  in  a  very  satisfac¬ 
tory  condition,  and  it  was  only  necessary  to  draw  attention  to 
minor  defects. 

ShopsAct,  1954  -  Section  10  - 

Frequent  visits  were  made  to  shops  to  ensure  that  the  health 
and  comfort  of  shop  workers  is  provided  for  and  were  generally 
found  to  be  maintained  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 

Premises  and  occupations  controlled  by  Bye-lav/s  and  Regulations  - 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890.  Part  IV  - 

This  enactment  came  into  operation  on  the  2.4.51*  and  requires 
the  licensing  of  places  ordinarily  used  for  public  dancing  and 
music  or  public  entertainment  of  the  like  kind. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  conveniences  attached  to  the 
three  cinemas  in  this  district  is  satisfactory. 

All  the  streets  under  the  Councils  control  are  regularly 
cleansed,  and  by  arrangements  with  the  County  Council  the  County 
roads  in  the  built-up  portion  of  the  district,  and  also  the  County 
roads  linking  up  the  three  townships,  are  scavenged  by  the  Council. 


8. 


Shops  - 


The  Shops  Act  has  for  several  years  been  strictly  enforced. 
Swimming  Baths  and  Pools  - 

The  Council’ s  lathing  places  on  the  River  Ouse  have  not  been 
officially  re-opened ,  and  warnings  are  exhibited  that  persons 
using  these  lathing  places  do  so  at  their  own  risk. 

During  the  year  Mr.  Regans  Homes ,  Stony  Stratford ,  arranged 
with  the  County  Education  Committee  for  a  limited  number  of  the 
pupils  from  the  Wolverton  School  to  use  the  Swimming  Pool  under 
the  control  of  the  Pegans  School  Management.  This  necessitated 
the  regular  sampling  of  the  water  from  the  swimming  pool.  The 
samples  of  water  from  the  pool  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory ,  Northampton,  and  the  results  of  same  are  shewn  on  page  6 
of  this  report. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs  - 

Infested  Disinfested 

Council  Houses  NIL  NIL 

Other  Houses  3  3 

The  treatment  consisted  of  spraying  with  Zaldecide. 

Housing  - 

The  number  of  houses  completed  during  the  year  was  47  includ¬ 
ing  2  built  by  private  enterprise.  There  were  also  houses  under 
construction  on  31st  December  at  the  Debbs  Barn  Estate  and  the 
Stacey  Hill  Estate. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Pood  -  Milk  Sampling  - 

Regular  checks  on  the  sale  of  milk  were  taken  throughout  the 
year;  335  samples  being  submitted  for  examination  by  the  methylene 
blue  test  with  the  following  results. 


GRADES 


1951 

Good 

Moderate 

Poor 

Total 

January 

23 

3 

— 

26 

Pebruary 

30 

2 

— 

32 

March 

29 

2 

— 

31 

April 

22 

2 

— 

24 

May 

35 

2 

1 

38 

June 

20 

8 

3 

31 

July 

9 

5 

5 

19 

August  / 

20 

6 

4 

30 

September 

12 

1 

5 

18 

October 

26 

9 

— 

35 

November 

23 

2 

4 

29 

December 

18 

2 

2 

22 

wr 

44 

24_ 1 

222 

9. 


Milk  and.  Dairies  Regulations,  1949  -  Section  20  - 

It  has  not  keen  necessary  to  serve  any  notices  under  this 
regulation. 

Meat  and  other  Poods  - 


The  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations ,  1924?  the  Ice  Cream 
(Heat  Treatment)  Regulations ,  1947  and  1948?  together  with  the 
Shops  Act,  and  Byelaws,  enable  a  reasonably  good  standard  to  be 
maintained  with  the  production  and  distribution  of  food. 


No  items  of  food  have  been  seized,  but  the  following  have 
been  voluntarily  surrendered  and-  destroyed. 


Tinned 

Milk 

66 

tins 

m 

Sauces 

3 

11 

It 

Meat 

38 

11 

II 

Fruit 

43 

11 

II 

Chicken 

3 

H 

11 

Tomatoes 

95 

It 

II 

Peas 

20 

11 

II 

Beaus 

3 

11 

II 

Orange  Juice 

9 

11 

11 

Pish 

27 

11 

11 

Jam 

6 

II 

II 

Strained  Apples 

17 

11 

II 

Stew 

4 

11 

1! 

Soup 

1 

11 

Bottle 

Oxo 

17 

Bottles 

Tinned 

Ham 

1 

tins 

11 

Jellied  Veal 

1 

11 

m. 


Other  Commodities 


Pish 
Sausage 
Rolled  Oats 

Coffee 


28  lbs. 

63  " 

2  " 

5  Bottles 


Condemned  and  Returned  to  Wholesaler  for  trade  salvage. 


Cheese 

9  lbs. 

Pork  Meat 

31  " 

Bacon 

l4i  " 

Faggots  and  Chitterlings 

48  " 

Cream 

i  gall. 

10. 


Ice  Cream  - 


The  manufacture  and  sale 
observed  during  the  year,  and 
by  the  methylene  blue  test, 
grades:  - 

Grade  1 
2 


3 

4 


of  ice  cream  has  been  most  stringently 
samples  were  taken  for  the  examination 
These  gave  results  in  the  following 

samples 

u 

II 
II 


76 

13 

4 

9 


In  the  case  of  the  9  samples  in  Grade  4?  enquiries  were  made 
with  a  view  to  locating  the  cause  of  the  unsatisfactory  results, 
and  preventing  a  recurrence. 

Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


battle 

excluding 

bows. 

Cows 

Calves 

* 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

dumber  killed  (if  known). 

Number  inspected. 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
whole  carcases  condemned. 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned. 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis. 

[Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned 
Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned. 
Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affQcted  with 
tuberculosis. 

N 

I  L 

• 

P ood  Poisoning  Outbr e ak s . 


1931  Pood  Poisoning  Outbreaks 

Period 

1st  Quarter 

2nd  Quarter 

3rd  Quarter 

4th  Quarter 

No.  of  out¬ 
breaks 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

ONE 

•No.  of  cases 

NIL  / 

NIL 

NIL 

132 

No.  of  deaths 

- - 1 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

ONE 

Infectious  Diseases. 


There  were  considerably  more  cases  notified  this  year  than 
last  year.  Largely  due  to  Measles  and  Whooping  Gough.  These 
deseases  were  of  a  mild  type. 

Scarlet  Fever  21  cases  as  against  22  in  1950* 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  1  case.  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  no  cases. 


Pood  Poisoning. 


During  the  last  ten  days  of ‘December  (commencing  on  21st  Dec.) 
an  explosive  outbreak  of  gastro  intestinal  illness  occurred  in  this 
district . 

Investigation  showed  conclusively  that  the  illness  had  followed 
the  consumption  of  meat  pies  which  had  been  manufactured  in  the 
Towcester  (Northants)  district.  Investigation  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  of  the  district  from  which  the  pies  originated, 
showed  that  they  had  been  infected  when  the  gelatine  was  added  to 
them  after  cooking.  Repeated  examination  of  the  suspected  meat 
proved  negative  for  the  causal  organism  (Salmonella  minnesota) 
but  it  was  recovered  from  the  meat  cutting  bench  and  the  jug  which 
was  used  for  filling  the  pies  with  the  gelatine  solution.  It  did 
not  appear  that  the  gelatine  was  infected  by  a  chronic  carrier 
amongst  the  factory  staff,  since  no  member  of  the  factory  suffered 
from  the  disease,  whilst  the  total  number  of  cases  reported  through¬ 
out  the  affected  area  exceeded  500.  In  this  Urban  area  132  were 
notified,  though  it  is  quite  certain  that  there  were  many  more  cases 
who  did  not  come  under  medical  care. 

Salmonella  minnesota  was  first  isolated  from  a  turkey  poult  in 
1938  and  it  was  also  isolated  from  spray  dried  eggs  (MRC  Report  No. 
260.).  The  symptons  from  which  the  patients  suffered  were  intense 
abdominal  pains,  sickness  and  diarrhoea  and  rise  of  temperature. 

Within  a  week  most  patients  had  recovered.  Elderly  people 
suffered  the  most  and  there  was  one  death. 


DOUGLAS  W.  A.  BULL,  M.D. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
Wolverton  Urban  District  Council. 


30th  June ,  1952. 


/ 


